
FIDDLER ON THE ROOF SYNOPSIS 
 

As the play begins, Tevye, a Jewish milkman, tells of the customs in the little Russian town of Anatevka. It 
is 1905, and life here is as precarious as a fiddler on the roof, yet, through their traditions, the villagers 
endure. At Tevye’s house, his wife, Golde, and their five daughters prepare for Sabbath dinner when 
Yente, the town’s matchmaker, arrives. She tells Golde she has a possible match for Tzeitel, their eldest 
daughter. The girls speculate about whom they will marry someday, but Tzeitel says they must take 
whomever Yente arranges for them. Ironically, she has already secretly pledged her love to Motel 
Kamzoil, a tailor, who has yet to find the courage to ask Tevye for her hand. 

As Tevye makes his deliveries around town, he prays, asking what harm there would be if he were a rich 
man. He meets and takes a liking to Perchik, a student from Kiev, and offers to hire him as a tutor for his 
two youngest daughters. When Tevye returns home, Golde informs him that he is to meet Lazar Wolf, a 
wealthy butcher who is Tevye’s age, following the Sabbath meal to discuss a proposal. Tevye believes 
Lazar Wolf wants to buy his milk cow, but soon discovers the proposal is that of marriage to Tzeitel. 
Though Tevye is not very fond of Lazar Wolf, he agrees knowing that his daughter will never starve. They 
celebrate with others from the village at the local tavern. On his way home, the Russian constable stops 
Tevye and warns him of an upcoming “demonstration.” 

The following day, Tzeitel and Motel plead with Tevye to rethink her marriage arrangement to Lazar Wolf, 
and to consider Motel instead. Tevye eventually agrees but how to break this news to Golde? He creates 
a story where Golde’s grandmother and Lazar Wolf’s late wife, Fruma-Sarah, appear to him in a dream 
and threaten to curse Tzeitel if she marries Lazar Wolf. Golde believes this is a sign and agrees to the 
match. Tzeitel and Motel are married in a traditional Jewish wedding ceremony, which is unfortunately 
disrupted by the constable’s “demonstration.” 

Meanwhile, Tevya’s second daughter, Hodel, has fallen in love with Perchik. They break tradition by 
telling Tevya they love each other and will be married, asking only for his blessing and not his permission. 
This causes Tevya and Golde to contemplate their own marriage and love for each other after twenty-five 
years. Perchik promises to send for Hodel and leaves for Kiev to work for the revolution. He is arrested 
and sent to prison in Siberia. Hodel decides she must go to him, a decision that her father eventually 
supports. 

Weeks pass, and Tevya’s third daughter, Chava has fallen in love with a Russian villager named Fyedka. 
She pleads with her father to be allowed to marry him; but marrying outside the Jewish faith is 
unacceptable to him, and he forbids her to see him again. The next day, Chava and Fyedka secretly 
elope, and Chava is disowned by her family. The trouble continues as the Russian constable tells all the 
Jewish villagers they must pack up and leave Anatevka within three days. Everyone prepares to leave as 
they reminisce about their miserable little town that so many have called home for so long. Chava and 
Fyedka come to say goodbye and make peace. Tevye refuses to look at her, but has Tzeitel wish her well 
before they all depart, the fiddler playing as they exit. 

Character Breakdown 

Tevye 
Tevye is the heart and conscience of Fiddler on the Roof JR. Tevye is often cast as a larger young man, 
but his stature really comes from his integrity and zest for life. Tevye should be able to show the wide 
range of conflict, joy and pain that this character feels throughout the story. Your actor needs to be 
comfortable speaking directly to the audience and must develop a comfortable rapport with them. He 
does not need to have a great singing voice, but he must have a strong, easily projected voice that can fill 
your performance space. 
Gender: Male 
Vocal range top: E5 



Vocal range bottom: B3 
Golde 
Golde is the backbone of the family. She has a rather gruff exterior, but in her heart is sheer dedication to 
her family. When casting Golde, remember that she must be able to manage Tevye. She runs the 
household, and must be able to keep Tevye s more emotional side in check. Conversely, she should be 
able to show a softer side when dealing with Chava and Tevye s rift. She, like Tevye, does not need to be 
the greatest singer in the world but should have a commanding voice. 
Gender: Female 
Vocal range top: Db5 
Vocal range bottom: Bb3 
Tzeitel 
Tzeitel is the oldest daughter of Tevye and Golde. She is the first to challenge the traditions of Anatevka 
by pleading with her fateher to let her marry Motel the tailor, to whom she has pledged her love. Keep in 
mind that she is the oldest daughter, is determined and can manipulate her father. This is the perfect 
spot for a dramatic actress. 
Gender: Female 
Vocal range top: C5 
Vocal range bottom: B3 
Hodel 
Hodel is a strong, independent middle child. She is outspoken but respectful. She has her eye on the 
Rabbi s son at the outset of the story, but she is charmed by the revolutionary Perchick the moment she 
meets him, though she may not show it right away. Her dedication and love is real as she follows him to 
Siberia. Cast an excellent singer and actor as Hodel. 
Gender: Female 
Vocal range top: D5 
Vocal range bottom: Bb3 
Chava 
Chava is the scholarly daughter who loves to read. Her love the Russian, Fyedka, tests her father to the 
very limit and provides the largest conflict in the story. Cast an actress who is able to display a wide 
emotional range. 
Gender: Female 
Vocal range top: B4 
Vocal range bottom: Bb3 
Shprintze and Bielke 
Shprintze and Bielke are the youngest daughters of Tevye and Golde. They are considerably younger 
than the three matchmakerdaughters. They only have a few lines but are featured in quite a few scenes. 
They don t need to be strong singers or actresses but should be confident onstage. 
Gender: Female 
Motel 
Motel is the poor, young tailor who is charmed with Tzeitel. He is an endearing sort of Woody Allen type. 
He doesn t have to be a great singer but requires a sensitive and nervous, yet lovable portrayal. 
Gender: Male 
Perchik 
Perchik is a young student who brings with him radical new ideas that challenge the traditions of the 
community. Perchik should be able to hold his own with Tevye. He is a strong character, and clashes 
with Tevye idealistically, but is likable, charming and ultimately becomes a loyal family member. 
Gender: Male 
Vocal range top: C5 
Vocal range bottom: B3 
 
 
Lazar Wolf 



Lazar Wolf is a butcher, the town s wealthiest citizen and is the same age as, if not older, than, Tevye. 
Lazar could easily be played by a large boy, but an actor of any size can pull off this role. Lazar must 
appear rather distasteful and feisty, which is why Tzeitel is frightened to marry him. Lazar is one of the 
featured singers in To Life. 
Gender: Male 
Vocal range top: D5 
Vocal range bottom: C4 
Fiddler 
The Fiddler must be an actor who can hold the attention of an entire audience with stylized movement, 
facial expression and dance. Freedom of movement and expression are the keys to casting this character. 
The Fiddler is a silent role, yet an important one, and can easily be played by either a boy or a girl. 
Gender: Any 
Yente 
Yente is the middle-aged widow who matches up the young people of the village in hopes that they will 
marry. She is a village busybody and knows all the news of the town. Cast a girl with great comedic 
timing. 
Gender: Female 
Constable 
The constable is the local sheriff representing the Russian government. Cast an actor who can provide a 
sense of threat and conflict. The constable is a complex character, caught between his good nature 
towards the people of Anatevka and his duty to the non-Jewish Russian government. This is a non-
singing role that requires a strong actor. 
Gender: Male 
Fyedka 
Fyedka is a strong, young, Russian soldier who falls in love with Chava. This is a great role for a strong, 
non-singing actor. 
Gender: Male 
Featured Ensemble 
Mordcha, Yussel, Avram, the Rabbi and Mendel are smaller roles that add much to the richness of the 
community portrayed in Fiddler on the Roof JR. Mordcha is a friendly, interesting innkeeper. Yussel is a 
hatter. Avram is a bookseller. Mendel is the Rabbi s son. The Rabbi is the spiritual center of the 
community and the actor should be able to play an old man onstage. He should have a comic feel, 
although this is a serious role. These roles have a short part in To Lifethat can be spoken or sung. 
Gender: Male 
 

 


